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An open letter to Rupert Murdoch urging action to
protect our free press

You must stand firm against Trump’s $10 billion lawsuit to safeguard your legacy and uphold the values of free
press at The Wall Street Journal

Rupert Murdoch arrives at the 11th Breakthrough Prize Ceremony on Saturday, April 5, 2025, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)

By: Cliff Anthony

July 24, 2025
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Dear Mr. Rupert Murdoch,
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against your flagship newspaper, The Wall Street Journal, could irreparably damage your legacy.

As you know, Trump, emboldened by the recent settlement by CBS and ABC, sued the Journal for publishing a
story of his message on Jeffrey Epstein’s birthday greetings in 2003. Epstein, a convicted sex offender,

reportedly died by suicide in a Manhattan jail on Aug.10, 2019.

The Journal’s global standing as a paradigm of journalistic excellence that has earned many Pulitzers will take

a hit if you prioritize profit over the ideal of free speech.

The Journal, as outlined in its mission statement, emphasizes that, “Our reputation is our most cherished

possession. We strive to be a model for ethical, fact-based, ambitious news reporting.”
Ask any journalism student: The Journal is among the top publications for which they aspire to work.

Besides, many small publications look to major media conglomerates such as yours to fight intimidation and
shakedowns by people in power. The present generation of journalists benefits from the struggles of their

earlier generation to uphold their rights.

For instance, The New York Times’ win in 1961 over the libel suit by L.B. Sullivan, then police commissioner
of Montgomery, Alabama, allowed journalists to hold public officials and figures accountable without fear of
retribution. In that case, the court ruled in favor of the Gray Lady, stating that “debate on public issues should

be uninhibited, robust and open.”

Critics and commentators can pen their reviews without any concern, thanks to the Des Moines Leader,
which, in 1901, successfully fought a lawsuit from the Cherry Sisters. The newspaper’s criticism angered the
vaudeville trio’s performance. Siding with the newspaper, the Iowa Supreme Court ruled that “any

performance to which the public is invited may be freely criticized.”

There are several such instances where publishing houses have stood up against bullying and lawsuits. They
didn’t cave in, as Paramount Global did. Trump filed a $20-billion defamation case against CBS’s flagship “60
Minutes” broadcast of an edited interview of his opponent, Democratic candidate and Vice President Kamala
Harris, in 2024. Reports suggest that Paramount may try to appease Trump with a $16 million gift to his
presidential library, potentially in exchange for the Federal Trade Commission not blocking the media
conglomerate’s $5 billion merger with Skydance Media. Trump is said to be seeking an additional $20 million
from Skydance.

Editing of content for clarity and brevity has been the normal process in the newsroom for ages.

Please remember, the real estate tycoon is well-known for suing all and sundry for big bucks, then, in a grand

gesture of goodwill, baiting with a small amount to settle, and boasting a victory.

The little guys — family-owned mid-size and small news outlets — rely on the big guys, such as the Journal, to

be the guardians of the free press.

Support high-integrity, independent journalism that serves truth and democracy. Make a gift to Poynter

today. The Poynter Institute is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization, and your gift helps us make good
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Cliff Anthony
Anthony is a retired journalism professor and student media adviser in Cleveland, Ohio, and the author of "Tears in God’s Own Country," an
upmarket fiction.

Cliff Anthony
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July 24,2025  Cliff Anthony
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Opinion | The media’s latest Trump dilemma: How to cover pesident who accuses his
predecessor of treason?

What’s the media’s responsibility when the sitting president makes baseless claims about a former president, especially when the goal is
distraction?

July 24,2025 Tom Jones
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Trump falsely twisted an Obama-era assessment of Russian election interference as a ‘coup’

A coup would have involved efforts to keep Donald Trump from taking office in 2016. Former President Barack Obama did not do that.

July 24,2025 Louis Jacobson
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Timeline: When the pain comes in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act

Republicans saved the deepest cuts for after the 2026 midterms

July 23,2025  Jon Greenberg
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IFCN Director Angie Drobnic Holan elected to Steering Committee of Global Forum for Media
Development

Holan joins 17 newly elected members who will shape global strategies to support independent journalism and promote press freedom.

July 23,2025  Adele Streissguth
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